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such a Treaty. I replied that, subject to the details being satisfactory, I   CHAP,
believed that the country would be prepared to recognise the necessity,            '
or at least the advantage, of a change of policy which would give us
an ally in presence of a combination of other States.
As regards the policy of this country, to which M. de Billow had
referred, I said that of course would depend on the circumstances. If
we were to remain isolated and to be left to fight our own battle for
ourselves, we should naturally make the best terms we could, and it
might be our best course to take the line M. de Biilow had suggested and
to come to terms with Russia, while remaining free to settle our differ-
ences with France. But I asked Count Hatzfeldt whether, if Russia left
France to settle with us alone in China and West Africa, he thought that
the Franco-Russian Alliance would continue. He said that France was
so sick of isolation that she would be willing to accept the crumbs from
the Russian table, rather than again be forced to eat alone. I said if we
had a clear understanding with Germany and a joint policy we might
adopt a much stronger attitude than if we were alone, and in this case
we could lay down the bases of a settlement in China which neither
France nor Russia would be likely to resist.
Count Hatzfeldt said that the Emperor of Russia for the present was
an advocate of peace. In the future it might be different, and when the
Siberian railway was completed ten years hence the situation might be
changed, but at this time neither he nor France desired war or were
prepared for it.
I asked him where German interests in China would be ten years
hence or later, if Russia were established in the North and no arrange-
ments had been come to as to our respective rights and interests. Count
Hatzfeldt admitted that like ourselves they could not place European
soldiers on the field1 to resist a Russian advance. He mentioned inci-
dentally a suggestion that the seat of Chinese Government should be
removed from Pekin further south.
Then he said that he did not understand that we objected strongly
to what Russia had obtained.
I said, "We object most strongly to what we think she may and will
obtain".
He asked what kind of arrangement I proposed to prevent further
aggression and secure our common interests? I said, speaking only for
1 In China itself.